m erlot
AVA : H O R S E H E AV E N H I L L S , C O L U M B I A VA L L E Y

VINTAGE: 2020

grapes in the Columbia Valley’s Horse Heaven Hills, on land our
great-grandfather settled in 1886. We strive to maintain Willis
Mercer’s independent spirit in our wines, grown predominantly from
these original vineyards - tended by us, made by us.
- Will Mercer & Rob Mercer
WILL & ROB’S NOTES:

This wine begins with aromas of candied walnuts and ripe raspberry
jam. Dried cranberries mingle with sweet coconut and vanilla. The
palate is bursting with flavors of blueberries and mocha. This wine
has a structural core of powdery tannins that are lifted with a touch
of acidity. This big, bold Merlot will pair well with many dishes and
has amazing aging potential.
ESTATE VINEYA RDS:

The fruit for this wine is grown at our acclaimed estate vineyards in
the Horse Heaven Hills. The fruit is exposed to dappled sunlight,
allowing for uniform ripening and flavor development. Well
balanced crop levels have allowed us to create wines with great
depth and concentration.
GROWING SEASON:

The 2020 vintage started out cooler than normal, but temperatures
quickly warmed up in August. The temperature change was very
consistent. Along with lower crop yields, the grapes were able to
develop concentrated and vibrant flavors which allowed for even
ripening. This lent to great acidity and fresh fruit aromas. The
consistent temperate conditions allowed for an elegant style of
grape maturation.
WINEMAKING:

These grapes were picked and immediately sorted in the vineyard.
The fruit was not crushed in order to preserve as much whole-berry
as possible. At the winery, individual lots were fermented in stainless steel tanks. This wine was barrel aged for 20 months in 28%
new French and American Oak.
TECHNICAL NOTES:

Horse Heaven Hills of the Columbia Valley
75% Merlot, 21% Syrah, 4% Cabernet Sauvignon
ALCOHOL : 14.5%
T . A : 0.39 g/100 ml
PH : 3.87
UPC: 8-9801200275-0
APPELLATIO N:
BLEND :

